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Chowchilla 
Unton High 
School blstsict 

CC Docket Nos. 96-45 and 97-21 

March 18,2002 

Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secret* 
9300 East Hampton Drive 
Capitol Heights, MD 20743 

Dear Sirs: 

805 Humholdt Avenue 
thowohilla, CA 93610 * (559)665-1331 
Fax: (559) 8654659 

RECEIVED 
MAR 1 9 2003 

RE: APPEAL OF USAC’S DENJAL OF APPEAL FOR 

Billed Entity #: 144026 
Funding Year 5 
471 Appl. #: 286755 

470 Appl. #: 912330000401271 & 
470 Appl. #: 838810000401259 
FRN#: 735132 & 735136 

We respectfully request that your office review the USAC’s denial of the above. In reviewing their 
explanation’s for the denial, it is evident to us that they did not consider all oftheir own information 
and the information presented to them in our letters of appeal as it was presented. Wehave mclosed 
a copy of their letter for your review as we address their explanations. 

Explanation #I: 

This information is correct. It is not a statement of something we “claim”, it is absolute f&, 

Explanation #2: 

Our office staffmember Barbara Walton was asked by the business manager to call to double check 
OP the guidelines regarding the Form 470’s. On Oclober 29,2001, at 850 am she talked with Jesse 
at the USACISLD toll free number regarding the Form 470’s and was told that we DID NOT have 
to submit a Form 470. So following Jesses’s lead we did not submit a Form 470 for the Nextel 
service. 

However, we did receive a phone call from the reviewers of our Form 471 on December 14,2001, 
During that phone call, (I believe it was from David Le and his supervisor), we were told “We have 
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some bad news and some good news,’’ The “bad news” was that our Form 471 for the Nextel 
Services could not be considered because wc had not filed a Form 470. The “good news” was that 
we had just enough time to file the Form 470 and then resubmit our Form 471. We did just that. 
On December 14,2001 we filed the Form 470. and rhings went down hill from here. 

The following is an excerpt from OUT April 30,2002 appeal letter to the USAC/SLD. A copy of the 
letter is also enclosed. This describes what happened during the filing process of our Fom 470. 

“We received a Fundjng Commitment Decision Letter dated April 24,2002, (please 
see attached copy) which infornied us that we would not be receiving funding for our 
Form471 Application Number286755 because aForm470 wasnot filed. However, 
that is not the case. 

We are resubmitting the enclosed signature page per our conversation with Sherry 
on 4/30/02 at 9: 15 a.m., at the SLD Client Service Bureau; phone number 888-203- 
8100. She instructed us to resubmit this signature page and to line out the 
application #8388 10000401 259 and to hand in w’te  application#912330000401271. 

You originally received this form on lZ18/01, (please see the attached copies). At 
the time this signature page was sent, our office did not notice that the application 
number was different from the previous application number, (9123300000401271). 

While the Business Manager was in the process of completing the Application #: 
912330000401271 via the internet, she was kicked out of the SLD internet system 
and had to restart. When she went to restart the process for a second time, she 
clicked on the Continudncomplete button, and was allowed to continue processing 
the applicationthatshethought was# 912330000401271. Evidently, anew number 
was assigned # 83881000040125 to the incomplete 470 application and we did not 
realize it.” 

Explanation #3 and #4: 

Most importantly, we did comply with thc competitive bidding requirement by filing our Form 470 
application number 83 881 0000401 259 / 912330OO040 127 1 .  

Secondly, the serviceDrovidedbvNexte1 is a oneof a kind telecommunication service. @&Nextel 
can provide communication service and devices by which we can communicate amongst staff 
members via two-way radio/ cell phondtext messaging, by each of the appropriate staff members 
carrying just one unit each. Therefore, there would be no reason for any other company to bid. 

We would certainly be delighted if there was another company that could provide the same cell 
phondtwo-way radio service provided by Nextel. It might encourage Nextel to clean up their act, 
At this point in time we find that Nextel still has the most expedient and efficient way to 
communicate within our District, 

In closing I would ask that you review this appeal closely. Please note that the Nextel service that 



we are requesting ERATE discounts for the Year 5 are no different than the services that has been 
approved for ERATE discounts since 'ERATE Year 2. Tne application process fox Year 5 has 
simply gotten balled up in mis-information and instabilities of computer technology. 

If you have any questions or concerns. please contact me via email at 
whitedl~,chowchillalikli.k12.~~byphoneat (559)665-1331 Ext .  216,orbyfax at(559)665-4659. 

Donna White, Ed.D. 
District Superintendent 

D W M  
Enclosures 
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CHOWCHILLA HIGH 

Universal Service Administrative Company 
Schools & Libraries Division 

Administrator’s Decision on Appeal - Funding Year 202-2003 

March 6,2003 

Kate Knudson 
Chowchilla Union High School District 
805 Humboldt Avenue 
Chowchilla, CA 93610 

Re: Billed Entity Number: 144026 
471 ApplicationNumk 286755 
Funding Request Number(s): 735132,735136 
Your Correspondence Dated: April 30,2002 

After thorough review and investigation of all rekvant facts, the Schook and Libraries 
Division (“SLKS’) ofthe Universal Service Administrative Company (‘USAC‘‘) has made 
its decision m regard to your appeal of SLD’s Year 2002 Funding Commitment Decision 
for the Application Number indicated above. This letter explains the basis of SUI’S 
decision. The date of.this letter begins the 6o-day time peried for appealing this decision 
to the Federal Communications Commission (‘TCC‘’). If your letter of appeal included 
more than one Application Number, please note that for each application for which an 
appeal i s  submitted, a separate letter is sent. 

Fundine Reauest Number: 735132,735136 
Decision on Appeal: 
Explanation: 

Denied in full. 

In your letter of appeal you state the business manager was kicked out of the 
system while hying to file your FCC Form 470 on line and there was confusion 
when you were allowed to get back into the system. You also claim that the Climt 
Services Bureau told you to submit the certified FCC Form 470 on April 30, 
2002. According to the appeal letter you were advised to send in the FCC Form 
470 you were working on and to cross out the old application number 
838810000401259 and ~ t e t h e  new one, 9123300000401271, aboveit. 

During the review of your application, you were asked on December 14,2001 if 
you posted an FCC Form 470 for Fmding Year 2002. You responded there was 
no need to submit one because you were asking for funding for continuing 
telecommunication services. The services you requested on your Form 471 are 
month-to-month telecommunications services, which require a FCC Form 470 be 

Box I 2 5  - Cmrtswndcnce Unit. 80 South Jcffcrson Rod.  Whippimy, New Icrscy 0798 I 
Visit us online P I :  h l ( p / ~ . ~ l . u n i v l s ~ ~ ; c E . a ~  
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posted every year. The funding request was therefore denied since you referenced 
a Funding Year 2001 Form 470 (Application Number 158480000325105) for the 
services you were requesting. Please note that the new Form 470 information you 
sent along with appeal was not taken into consideration because the new 
infomation on appeal i s  inconsistent with information in the file used during PIA 
review. 

The Form 471 you submitted to SLD indicates that you are seeking suppo~$ for 
tariff or month-to-month services. While these types of services may not be 
subject to a contract, they do need to be competitively bid for each funding year. 
Therefore, your Form 470 requesting supprt for these services should have been 
posted on the website. Consequently, SLD denies your appeal because your 
application did not comply with the competitive bidding requirement that your 
Form 470 be posted on the website for 28 days. 

FCC rules require that except under limited circumstances, all Forms 470 received 
be posted on the website for 28 days, and that applicants carehlly consider alI 
bids received before selecting a vendor, entering into an agreement or signing a 
contract, and signing and submitting a Fom 471.. See 47 C.F.R. $5 54.504; 
54.511(a), (c). These competitive bidding requirementi help ensure that 
applicants receive the lowest pre-discount price from vendors. See Federai-State 
Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 9645, Order on 
Reconsideration, 12 FCC Rcd 10095,10098 7 9 (1997). The only exceptions to 
the posting requirement are for: (1) contracts signed on or before July 10, 1997 
for the life of the contract; (2) contiacts signed between July 10,1997 and bewe  
January 30,1998 (the date on which the website becanie operational) for services 
pmvidedthrough June 30, 1999. See47 C.F.R 9 54.511(c); Fiph 
Reconsideration Order, 13 FCC Rui at 14916 7 2, and 14920 7 8 (extending Year 
One funding period through June 30,1999). 

,t 

+ .  , 

If you believe there i s  a basis for M e r  examination of your application, you may file an 
appeal with the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) via U~&ed States Postal 
Service: FCC. Office of the Secretary. 445-12* Street SW, Washington, DC 20554. If you 
are submitting your appeal to the FCC by other than Unitcd States Postal Scrvicc, check the 
SLD web site for more infomation. Please roferencc CC Docket Nos. 96-45 ~d 97-21 on 
the first page of your appeal. The FCC must RECEIVE your appeal WITHIN 60 DAYS 
OF THE ABOVE DATE ON THIS LETTER for your appeal to be fiied in a timely 
fashion. Further information and new options for filing an appeal directly with the FCC 
can be found in the “Appeals Procedure” posted in the Referace Area of the SLD web site, 
www.sl.universalse~ice.org. 

We thank you for your continued support, patience, and cooperation during the appeal 
process. 

Schools and Libraries Division 
Universal Senice Administrative Company 

Box 125 -Correspondence Unit, BO South Jefferson Road, Wippany, New Jersey 07981 
Visit us online at: h n p : / ~ . s i . o n i v e r s o l s ~ w i ~ . a ~  



0 3 / 1 9 / 0 3  WED 1 3 : 5 1  FAX 5 5 9  665  4 6 5 8  CHOWCAILLA HIGH ., 

Chowchllla 
Urilon Hlgh t" School Distrlct 

I 

4/30/02 

Schools and Librarics Division 
Box 125 - Correspondence Unit, 
80 South Jefferson Road 
Whippany, NJ 07981 

To Whom It May Concern: 

RE: 

Billed Entity #: 144026 
Funding Year 5 
471 AppL # 286755 

PPE 

805 Humboldt Avenue 
Chowhilla. CA 93610 
e (559) 665-1331 
Fax (5SB)€65-4659 

LE'ITER REGARDING 

470 Appl. #: 912330000401271 & 
470 Appl. #: 838810000401259 
FRN#: 735132 & 735136 

We received a Funding Commitment Decision Letter dated April 24,2002, (please see attached 
copy) which informed us that we would not be receiving funding for our Form 471 Application 
Number 286755 because a Form 470 was not filed. However, that is not the care. 

I We are resubmitting the enclosed signature page per our conversation with Sherry on 4/30/02 at 
9:15 am., at the SLD Client Servicc Bureau; phone number 888-203-8100. She instructed us to 
resubmit this s i g n a m  page and to line out the application # 838810000401259 and to hand in 
write application # 912330000401271. 

You originally received this form on 1 8/01, (please scc the attached copies). At the time this 
signature page was sent, our office did i!. ofice that the application number was different &om the 
previous application number, (9123300000401271). 

While the Business Manager was in the process of completing the Application #: 
912330000401271 via the internet, she was kicked out of the SIB internet system and had to 
restart. When she went to restart the process for a second time, she clicked on the . 
Continuficomplete button, and was allowed to continue processing the application that she 
thought was # 912330000401271. Evidently. a new number was assigned iY 83881000040125 to 
the incomplete 470 application and we did not realize it. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Kate Knutson at the above address; by 
phone at (559) 665-1331 Ext. 214; by fax at (559) 665-4659; or via email at 
knutronk~l~owcl i i l la l~ie l~ .kl2  ca.us. You may also contact Barbara Walton at the above 

I 
1 

1 
, 
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address; by phone at (559) 665-1331 Ext. 213; by fax at ( 5 5 9 )  665-4.659; or via ernail at 
waltonb(iicllowchi1lahirll.k I2.ca.u~. 

Your reconsideration of Lhis matter is greatly appreciatcd. 

Sin yerely, , 
I--' . 

D W M  

Donna White 
District Superintendent 



f ~ Z ~ ~ O O W 4 I 2  71 
Form 470 Applicafian Number: 

CHOWCKILJ-4 W O N  HIGS SCHOOL 
805 HUMEOLDT AVE 

CROWCX€ULA, CA 93610-3117 

o m  willfully mldog fakc s ~ I t m e o U  on this form can be punished by fine or Cnrfdture, under the 
ommuniutionr Act, 47 US.CSeer. 502, M3@l, or line or irntxiSonmeu1 under Tille 18 oflhe Uoiitd Staler 

kode, IS U.S.CScc. 1001. I 

Pleasc submit this form lo: SLD - Form 470 
P.O. Bor 1026 
Lawfence, KS 66044-7026 
1-888-203-8 100 

for exprcss delivery S C N i C C S  or U.S. 
Posfal Service. Rerum Receipt 
Rqucstcd, mail this form to: 

SLD - Form 410 
do ius. Smith 
3833 Greennay Drive 
Lawrence, KS 660ali 
1-888-203-8100 
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C h o w c h i l l a  
Unlon Hlgh 
School District 

I 

I 
I 

805 Humboldt Avenue 
Chowchilla, CA 93610 

Fax: (559) 6654659 
e (559)6651331 

7/9/02 

Schools and Libraries Division 
BOX 125 - Correspondence UniL 
80 South Jefferson Road 

i i Whippany, NJ 07981 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Rl3: APPEAL LETTER REGARDING 

Billed Entity #: 144026 
Billed Entity #: 107304 
Funding Year 5 

! 471 AppL #: 286755 
471 AppL#: 309220 

470 Appl. #: 912330000401271 & 
470 Appl. #: 838810000401259 
Appl. Form Identifier: 471yr5nextel 
.FRN#; 735132 & 735136 
FRN# 803886 

I Since we submitted our original appeal letter dated, 4/30/02 (please see attached), the problems 
have snowballed. We have been in touch with Celia Zheq with PIA Team 3, Sherry Wolfa and 
Sherry's supervisor, Roger, whose last name we did not get at the SLD Clent S m i c e  Bureau; 
phone numher 888-203-8 100. 

As we understand it now, Box #8 on the second Form 470 with the #83881000040125 assigned 
to it, did not get checked. However, Box #8 is checked on the first Form 470 with the 
#9123300000401271, this is the Form 470 that the Busincss Manager was in the middle of 
processing when she was suddenly kicked out of the system. BOX #8 should have akeady been 
chccked on application #83881000040125 since the Business Manager was past that point when 
she was kicked out ofthe system, 

On May 28,2002 we received a fax, (see attached), finom Celia Zheng with PIA Team 3 in which 
she states that the application #309220, FRN#803886 From 470 (#838810000401259) was not 
posted. We provided her with a copy of the f i s t  am'ed letter and the changed certification 
shcet. (Please refer to the appeal letter dated 4/30/02). 

Per our Business Manager's phone conversation today with Celia, rhe system will not let Celia 
clear and fix the problems with either one of the 470 applications. 

All we are trying to do here is be approved for the ERATE discounts on our telecommunications 
: .  
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services through Ne? IS we we since ER TE Year 2. There is no #......g new and nothing 
complicated about what we are asking for. None of this mess would have started if Babara 
Walton, our employee, had not been told by the Jessie at the SLD, on 10/29/01 at 850  am, that 
we did not have to complete Form 470's for Year 5 for telecommunication services. 

Had we not been mis-informed, all would have been submitted in a timely manner and this mess 
would have, very possibly, been avoided. 

If you have any questions or concerns. please contact Kate Knutson at the above address; by 
phone at (559) 665-1331 Ext. 214; by fax at (559) 665-4659; or via ernail at 
knu~soiik(iilcho~cliillahieh.klZ.ca.us. You may also contact Barbara Walton at the above 
addmss; by phone at (559) 665-1331 Ext. 213; by fax at (559) 665-4659; or via email at 

I 

I waltonb~howchillahi~h.k 12.ca.u~. 

Your reconsideration of this matter is greatly appreciated. 
7. 

Donna While 
District Superintendent 

. . .. 


